
   Agenda for September 7, Houma Jumpstart Your School Year 

 

9-10:15 
am 

Opening session and panel discussion 

 
10:30-

11:30 am 
 

Make Your Home a Place 
for Explosive Growth 

Roger & Jan Smith 

Helping One Another 
Succeed in Homeschooling 

Beryl Amedee 

What Are You 
Aiming For? 

Lavon & Jessica Welch 

11:30-
12:30 

Lunch 

12:30-
1:30 pm 

Managing Fear in the 
Midst of Chaos 

Jan Smith 
 

The Essential Role of 
Father 

Roger Smith 

A Look in the 
Rearview Mirror 

Jessica Welch 

1:30-2:00 
pm 

Coffee 

2:00-3:00 
pm 

Making Learning Fun 
Jan Smith 

Successfully Navigating 
the High School Years 

Roger Smith 

A Modern View of 
Biblical Discipline 

Lavon Welch 

    

 

Workshop Descriptions: 

Helping One Another Succeed in Homeschooling 
Beryl Amedee 

Benjamin Franklin famously said, “We must all hang together, or we will most certainly hang 
separately.”  Working together as a homeschool community to empower one another’s success and to 
protect the hard-won freedoms is a job for all of us.  Lessons drawn from history will inspire and 
enlighten you with both principles and practices to build community—and benefit from it! 

 
 

Make Your Home a Place for Explosive Growth 
Roger & Jan Smith 

The home is a haven for growth of children that needs the attention of a master gardener.  Sharpen your skills to 

promote growth and health within the family so that your home will flourish and produce a bountiful harvest of 

skills and character. The Smiths will share practical, time-tested ways to examine what can be added or taken 

away to promote growth in your family. 
 

 

What are you aiming for? 
Lavon & Jessica Welch 

Along the way in homeschooling we can struggle to feel successful. It is easy to be distracted by others or our 

own feelings of inadequacy. When the target is constantly moving, it is hard to hit the bull’s eye The Welches 

want to share some insights and practical ideas that can give you confidence and encouragement to make your 

homeschooling really count and to get Mom and Dad on the same team. Come be inspired to set your eye on 

the target and stay the course. You will be equipped to determine what you are aiming for as well as the why 

and the what of your homeschool journey. Come be equipped to experience the success God desires for you. 

 



Managing Fear in the Midst of Chaos 
Jan Smith 

Through the day, the mother plays many roles.  A healthy perspective and healthy habits will help bring 

order out of the chaotic world at home.  Jan will share her journey of juggling the roles of motherhood, 

and strategies that worked in keeping fear at bay! Having a plan and learning to be flexible within the 

context of life happening keeps your joy from evaporating.  Join the lively discussion! 

 

The Essential Role of Father 
Roger Smith 

Dads are often relegated to being an observer of the educational process and feel rather unimportant 

in the process. This session will highlight the impact that fathers have in the home where they are not 

the primary teacher (which is true in the vast majority) and give tips for reinforcing the instruction that 

happens in their absence. No guilt trips in this session that comes from the experience of years in the 

trenches. 
  

A Look in the Rearview Mirror 
Jessica Welch 

Having completed homeschooling 4 kids and launching them, Jessica will give some insights gained 
from looking back. She will discuss the strengths and struggles that were part of her journey. She will 
share what she would do differently as well as things that made a difference.  Come be inspired to stay 
the course with your family knowing that it is worth the hard work.  

 

Making Learning Fun 
Jan Smith 

Most of us experienced school as something we just “had to do.”  Then we had time to do what we 

wanted to do.  As homeschoolers, we have the opportunity to make school fun so that our students 

want to “do school.”  There are many practical ways to increase fun and dramatically increase learning 

at the same time. 

  

A Modern View of Biblical Discipline 
Lavon Welch 

We live in a time where there is a lot confusion about Biblical discipline and how it fits in the current 
thinking and practice. Having raised four, strong-willed children, Lavon will share some of the Biblical 
keys that helped lay the foundation for not only enjoying their children while they were in the home, 
but even more so now that they are out on their own. More than just broad ideas, Lavon will share 
some very practical insights and experiences along with facilitating a sure-to-be meaningful question-
and-answer time. Proper discipline is not the only thing towards successful parenting and 
homeschooling, but it certainly is key. Even if you consider your "disciplining" is in good order, come 
get a tune-up. It's an essential part of real love! 
 

Successfully Navigating the High School Years 
Roger Smith 

It is the best of times, and the worst of times.  For the Smiths, the high school years were the best.  In 
this fast-paced workshop, they will share the core items to consider whether you are not there yet, or in 
the throes of it.  From curriculum, to transcripts, to testing, to scholarships … all this will be addressed! 
These years will be overwhelming without a plan, so tools will be shared that can help make decisions 
and reduce the stress of it. 


